
REPORT TO j;{E:MBEHS OF THE AlvlERICAN PADDIE 
TE:0il'JI S ASf;OCIA'rION OCI'OBETI 27 , 19 39 

The American Paddle Tennis Association , with i t s annual meeting on 
October 27 , 19 39 , completes its fir st five year s of ex i stence . It was organized in 
November, 1934, with a charter membership of three clubs . Its ma jor pur pose , as 
stated i n the charter , was li to promote and I!18ke morc enjoyable the game o f paddle 
tennis ." 

The Assoc i at i on ha.s had a stea dy, healthy gro~-vth and its membership now 
numbers f ifteen clubs , ,dth several more expe cted to j oi n shortly . During the 
past year the Association has had more inquir i e s iT em clubs and i ndividuals in
ter ested in paddle tennis than ever before in i t s h i story , and many new paddle 
tenni s platforms have been erected . rrhe number of yacht , beach, and tenn is clubs 
who have taken up p addle tennis is an indication of a wider appreciation of it s 
poss i b ilities for mak i ng clubs "year round" organi zat i ons. Paddle tennis has 
kept maDY clubs a ctive all winter, gr eatl y increasing their value to members . 

The following clubs are now members of the irnerican Paddle Tennis 
Assoc i at ion , li sted in the order of their a~~ssion : 

Field Club , Greenwich, Conn . * 
Fox Meadow Tennis Club , Scarsdale , N. Y. * 
Manursing Island Club , Rye , N. Y. * 
Tr emont Place Paddle Tenni s Club , QC'a..'1ge , N. J . 
Ards l ey Country Club , Ardsley- on- Hudson , N. Y. 
BrOXL'Cv ille Fi e ld Cl ub , Bronxville, N. Y. 
A"":leric an Yacht Club , Rye , N. Y. 
A.rnac1mssi n Tenni s Club , Yonkers , N. Y. 
The Pa ddle Tennis Cl ub of New Canaan, Conn . 
The Eng l ewood Club , Englewood , N. J . 
'1'he Weeburn Country Cl ub, Darien , Conn . 
Stamford Yacht Club , Starr.ford , Conn . 
Oxridge Hunt Club, Darien , Conn. 
Richmond County Tennis Club, Staten Isl and, N. Y. 
Englewood Fiel d Club, Engl e wo od, N. J. 

* Charter Members. 

Membership i n the Assoc i ation is open to clubs having ono or mor e paddle 
tennis platforms and approved by the member sh ip commi ttee and Bo ard of Governors 
of the Association . Each Club is entitled to one or more representat ives on the 
Board of Governors , which neets annually on the last Iil'iday in Oct obG1: . An 
Executive Committee of three acts f or the BOE.trc1 bet1!v'8en t h e armual meet i ngs . 
Regar dless of the nwnber of representat ives 011 tlw Boar d, each club is entitled 
to a s many vot es as it has paddle tenni s court installati ons and annual dues are 
paid on thi s basis, being ~)5 . 00 mi niIllUl:1 per club plus ~;l. OO for each court . 
(NOTE : Court s be l ong i ng t o club members ~ay be consi der ed club installat i ons 
in considering the number of votes on the Board of Gover nors to vm.ich a club 
i s ent i t l ed . The same bas is is used for dues as for voting .) 

The Assoc i ation has three main c ommittees , in addition to the Executive 
Commi ttee :-

(1) Tournament COIT[ai ttee 
( 2) Rules and EqUipment Corrnnittee 
(3) Publicity Committee 



ACTIVI'HES OF' THE ASSOCIATION 

The principal activities of the Association are as follows: 

(1) The conduct of char:J.p i onship tournaments open to meI'lbors of 
clubs belonging to the Assoc iation and sometimes , if there is room, to other 
paddle tennis playors on invitation. In addition the Associat ion sponsors 
sectional tournaments , or aids in the conduct of invitation tournaments ,~ere 
desired. 

(2) The i!TroVement and standardization of paddle tennis plat 
forr:ls and equipment . In this COllilOcti on tho Association serves as a clearing 
house among members for ideas as to i mprovements in courts or equipment . It 
also mai ntains close contact with the malcers of courts and equipment for this 
purpose . 

( 3 ) The furnish i ng of a id to individuals and clubs interested 
in putttng up paddle tennis p latforms . 

(4) Furnishing and arrongir..g for paddl e tennis publicity to a id 
in the development of the ga.'":1e . 

TOURNAJV[El-l"TS 
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The season started on December 10 , 19~";J , with a men ' s doubles invitation 
tournmnent at the Manursing Islnnd Club, in which between sixty and seventy members 
of clubs belonging to the AS80ciation played . Kenneth Ward , who ma.'1aged the tourna
ment , arranged that no two I:1er:tbcrs of the same club could play together . Thi.s re
sulted in a mos t enjoyable sCI'amble among club r:leI'lbers and ended in a surpr i sing 
victory for Sidney B . Wood, forI'ler Wimbledon tennis cha.'11pion, who was playing 
paddle tennis for the first t i me , and Donald wh ite of Scarsdal e -- one of the 
r unners-up in the 1938 men's doubles championship . Wood enjoyed the game i ffiI'lensely 
and the speed with whi ch he picked it up was a revelation. Mrs. Wood said later 
that her husband had done some guess i ng on the way home as to what tenni s players 
would prove to be the best at paddle tennis . He placed Mako high on the list, 
partly because of his quick reactions at the net . 

It is hoped that another similar tournament will be conducted in the 
coming season and Mr . Viard informs us that one is in prospect . 

f oll ows: -

Date of 
Start 

Jan. 25 
1939 

Feb. 18 
1939 

March 4 
1939 

The regular championshi p tournar.:lents of the Associat i on were held as 

Tournarnen t 

Women ' s 
Doubles 

Mixed -
Doubles 

Men's 
Doubles 

Place 

Fox Meadow T. C. 
Scarsdalo a NV . -'- . 
Fie ld Club 
Greenwich, Conn . 

Englewood · Club 
Engl ewood, N.J. 
(* of the draw 

,~ 

Winners Runners-up 

Mrs . T . E. Be ole lVIr s . p . S . }i'ull er 
" iT mr s • C. H. Wa lker lIfir s . C.M. O' Hearn 
Score 9- 7 , 6- 3 

Mr. & lvII'S . Donald Vihite 
lJ.l . E. Be ck Mrs . 

::;core 8 - 6 , 2-6 , 6- 4 

C. D. Couch Jr. J.N. 
S . D. KiJ.rn.a.rx C. M. 
Score 6- 3,6- 2,5-7, 6- 3 

Oscar Moor e 

Hynson 
O' Hearn 

p laye d several 
rounds in Scarsdale) 
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In everyone of these tournrunents entries exceeded all previous records. 
Forty-two teams entered the mixed doubles toux·n3J.":1ent and about the S8.L'1le number 
fought it out in the men's doubles. Nr:rs. Beck wa s a double "d.nner. The men's 
doubles was featured by the come-back of Couch and KiLrnarx, Who had won the first 
championship of the Association five years before. Among the entries ~re a 
number of athletes well known in other fields, all of ,rmom did extremely well in 
paddle tennis. Sidney Wood vvent through to the semi-finals vr.i. th Wi therbe Black 
as his partner, and gave Couch and Kil.rnarx, the champions, a hard battle. Wood's 
playing at the net and his backhand ground strokes ,<vere a treat to the gallery, 
but the steadiness and experience of the Chl::l ... '1lpions prevailed. Earl Fink and 
Rowland D. Haines, former national squash tennis champions, Ben Ticknor, Arthur 
Huguley, a'1d Charley O'Hearn, former football stars, and many other past and 
present athletes made fine shovlings. O'Hearn, as all paddle tennis players 
know, has a tournament record which has not yet been equalled. 

In addition to the above regular tournaments a number of informal 
matches vvere held betvJ6en some of the member clubs. These proved to be very 
good fun both to the partiCipants and to the gallery. 

The Tournament Com.rni ttee of the Association under C. M. O'Hearn as 
Chairman, did a fine job. Edward H. Brooke of Englewood, who a cted as manager 
and host of the men's doubles tournament did a particularly good job under 
trying conditions of rain and snow. NJrs. C. K. Eaton of Scarsdale proved a 
"find" as a conductor of the miXed doubles tournament, and Mrs. C. M. O'Hearn 
did splendidly in running the ~Dmen's doubles, aided by an efficient committee. 

The championship tournmuents of the 1939-40 season are expected to 
start as follows:-

Jan. 24, 1940 
Feb. I'l, 1940 
lv'Iarch g, 1940 

Women t s Doub Ie s 
Mixed Doubles 
Men' s Double s 

A further detailed not:i.ce will be sent out later by the Tournament 
Com.rni ttee. 

C01JRI'S, EQUIFNIENT, A}\iD RUlES 

The improved backstops (with the uprights set back from the wiring 
and the adjustable tens:i.on bars) have now become standc"rd for all new courts and 
many old courts have changed over to these backstops. One inch mesh wiring at 
the ends of the courts a..'1d one or l-~ inch mesh at thc sides is recommended for 
all courts. The sanding of court surfaces is also strongly urged, as it will 
practically eliminate the "skiddi!1.-g " of balls and players on darnp days, if 
properly done (with at least 100 lbs. of fine sea sand sprinkled on the plat
form, section by section, as it is pain t ed). All member clubs arc u_L'ged, as 
soon as pr acticable, to modernize their backst op s and playing surface as above, 
if they have not already done so. It vr.i.ll greatly increase the en joyment of 
the game. 

As will be remembered, the standard dimensions of the platform are 
60' x 30', with the backstops 12' high. The he ight of the net at the center 
should be 2 ft. 10 inches and at the side posts 3 ft. 1 inch. The rules of 
play I::ll'e similar to those of tennis except in two respects:- (1) only one 
serve is allowed; (2) the ball may be taken off the back or side wiring after 
it has first hit inside the court. 

Clubs are urged to remind their members that the foot fault rule is 
the same as in tennis. The anxiety of players to get to the net has made foot 
faulting so prevalent as to call for united action by our member clubs in 
correcting the situation. 



standard courts approved by the Association and embodying all of the 
latest L"11pr ovements rnay be obtained as 1'01101'13:-

Plans and specifications ( ~plO.OO) for permanent court to be erected by 
local carpenter, from J. K. Cogswell 
!'esidence 105 Old itrmy Road, Scarsdale, N. Y. 
business 65 Worth street, New York 

('l'el. Vli:J.lker 5-8080) 

Portable platforms - delivered and erected complet e :team Gates Sports 
Illa:tform Co. 

Of'k Pt. A venue and Darry Street, Dr onx, N. Y. 
(TEll. Dayton 9-7783) 

Paddles, balls, nets, etc. are f"LU'n1shed by the I'addle 'l'ennis Co., 
277 Fifth Avenue, New York 

AlBa by 
and Co., 22 E. 42 
of paddle temds. 
platform game . 

('1'e1. :Murray Hill 6-893;~) 

leading sporting goods stores, Mr . Smith of Alex Taylor 
Street, New York, is especially familiar with the requirements 

Be sure to ask for equipment for the out door paddle tenni s 

PTJBLICITY 
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The Association has been active in keeping paddle tennls before leading 
sports wrHers . J. I). ALLen of the New York Sun has been espr,cially helpful to 
paddle tenniS, 'Nith several fine article~) i n the past season - including two 
connnenting on Si dney Wood's entry into paddle tennis. Kormeth Vmd, as Clmirman 
of the PubliCity Connnittee has done an especially g ood publicity job. 

GRO WrH 0 F 'FHE GAME 

As paddle tenni s veterans may remember, the pr esent form of the game 
began in Scarsdale in November 1923. For several years its growth was slow. 
In the l ast few years the game has gone ahead rapidly , with Scarsdale still 
leaMng in the number of courts, (now 28), Greenwich second, and Englewood, 
which has come forwQl'd rapidly, third. It is impossible now for the Association 
to keep an account of all of the courts which go up during each year. Some of 
the more recent ones include courts for Saint Mal'y's Schaal of Peekskill, the 
Round Hill Club of Greenwich, the Bedford Golf ond 'l;onnis Club, the Knollwood 
Club of Vih i te Plains, the Saddle and Cycle Club of Chicago, the Woodway Country 
Club of Stamford, the Knicl;:erbocker Country Club of Tenafly, N. J., the Indian 
Harbor Yacht Club of Greenwich, the Stamford Yacht Club, the Devon Yacht Club 
of East Hampton, L. I., the Ora.'1ge La,,,vn Tennis Club (-which is erecting a second 
up-to-date court), and ma.'1Y others. Dr. George Gal lup is expe cted shortly 
to take a poll of the growth of paddle tennis sentiment, for he has recently 
built a court. Arthur Murray is probably complain:Lng about the r:anding of 
his paddle tennis court, vhich ruins i t for dancing purposes. 'I'homas VV. Lamont 
and J. M. Hanco ck are among many other well }:nO\~11 :::-;len who have erected courts. 
Besides courts too many to ment ion in tho subvJ:'ban area of New York City, the 
game has spread to such widely scattered places as Atlan-Gi c City, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, DanVille, Virginia, ottav\a, Illinois, Danboro, Pennsylvania, ])aoli, 
Pennsylvania , Nal.'rangansett, Hhode Island, l\lr);rtha' [j Vinyard, IvIa,ss., Bennington, 
Vermont, South Portland, Maine, PerrysbtU'g, Ohio, Los Angeles, California, 
and many other placos. England has one or two courts at least and plans have 
even been sent to South Africa in ref;ponS0 to an inquiry of the Association. 



Based on the number of f i n i shed courts or plans sol d reported by the 
agencj.es now handli ng these courts and a l l ovvi ng f or dupli cate or home-made 
courts built wi t hout the purchase of p l ans , it is probably fair to est:L.'1late 
that there are at least 500 paddl e tennis p l atforms i n the country . (Th i s 
does not i nclude many thousaYlds of chi ldren ' s courts l a i d out on p l aygrounds , 
and city streets , where the or i gi nal p l aygr ound form of the game is played on 
small sized courts , wi th l ow nets , and no backstops ) If we estimate a con
servat ive average of twenty players per p l atfor m c our t , we probab l y have at 
l east 10 , 000 playing the adult form of the game j.n which our Association is 
i nterested . The g&'1le has come a long way and developed greatl y in the technique 
of play since it started on the Cogswell court i n Scarsdale over ten years ago . 

It wi ll bo appreciated if members will pass a l ong to the Secretary 
inquir i es regarding courts , rul es , et c. Addit i onal copi es of thi s repor t al' e 
available to those interested, as "ye copies of the i l lustrated ci rcu l ar on 
"Pl at f or m Paddl e Tenni s ". I nqui r i.es should be addressed to the Secretary, 
.Amer i can Paddl e Tenni s ASsociation , 214 Church Str eet , New York , New Yor k . 
(Tel. Worth 2- 2200) . 

HARO ID D. HO ill'lES , 

Pr es i dent . 
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